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U. The method «« o b «inin g 

defined in CU1> 40. wh.r.xn the .t.p « 

«P1U, U<«" *« • ^I'^id i. in contest with th. lover 
which time eaid sampling lx,Juld " X 
aepeote of the pharynx. 

42 . T he method for obtaining ^ ^l^nt of 

defined in Claim 40, wherein said analyse 
the P H of said liquid sample . 

indicator substance, pH meter and dxaxtal reed devxce 

44 . Th . method for -Ul^ - 

defined in Claim 42. wherein eald pH is eomp 
.Pecified P H value,,, to identify the pre.enc. of abnormal 

liquid sample pH» 

45. The method for obtaining and analyzing a liquid sample as 
defined in Claim 44, wherein said P H is correlated to the 
presence and degree of the physiologic condition of 
gastroesophageal reflux, with said pH being a function of the 
presence and extent of said reflux. 

46. The method for obtaining and analyzing a liquid sample as 
defined in Claim 45/ wherein said sampling liquid comprises 
about 5ml potable water of known pH. 
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„. T h e «- ~— ana a^in, a ^"^j; 

defined in Claim 46, wherem .aid water l. "" C 
gro „p con.i.ting of tap water, bottled water, dx.txlled water 

or Baltne solution. 

48 . The method for obtaining and analysing a " 
defined in Claim 42, wherein eaid collection contaxner. 
fa is made of translucent, solid material and is reusab e; 
b I« of sufficient size to be held in the hand and to allow 
l ) for collection of said sailing liguid as it falls fro, 
the mouth by gravity force, said "^^""f"".. 
being held under the mouth with the head tilted forward, 

(c) his a horizontal marker to indicate an adequate volume of 
said retrieved sampling liquid. 

49. The method for obtaining and analyzing a liquid sample as 
defined in Claim 48, wherein said volume is at least 2ml. 

50. The method for obtaining and analyzing a liquid sample as 
defined in Claim 42, wherein there is an interval period of 
about 30 minutes or more beteen the last ingestion or oral 
hygiene activity and said gargling. 

51. The method for obtaining and analyzing a liquid sample as 
defined in Claim 43, wherein said pH is determined by 
combining with said liquid sample an appropriate amount of a 
pH indicator selected from the group consisting of pH 
indicator solution, pH indicator powder and pH indicator 
paper . 
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Appn. number 09/031,578 (Blume) GAU 3736 wt. contd. 

52. The method for obtaining and analyzing a liquid sample as 
defined in Claim 51, wherein: 

(a) said P H indicator is bromothymol blue solution having a pH 
scale of about 6.0 to 7.6 P H units, with distinct color 
intervals of 0.2 pH units or less? 

(b) said bromothymol blue solution is added dropwiee to said 
liquid sample followed by periodic light agitation of said 
collection container to ensure mixing of said solution with 
said liquid sample; and 

(c) the resulting color of said liquid sample is observed 
after a suitable period of time from addition of said 
solution, through said translucent collection container, to 
determine the pH of said liquid sample by comparison of said 
color with a pH-color chart provided with said solution. 

REMARKS 

1. Applicant ha B amended the title to coincide with the prior 
action restricting the claims to those drawn to a method. 

2. Applicant has amended the Specification in some areas to 
clarify terminology. 

3. Claims 2(a), 21-23, 16-18 and 24-25 of the original 
application are cancelled. 

4. Subject matter of Claims 3-15 and 19-20 of the original 
application is addressed in the Amendment by rewritten Claims 42 
through 52. 

5. Subject matter of Claims 1 and 2(b) of the original 
application is addressed in the Amendment by written Claims 40 and 
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